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Middle Division Curriculum 2014-2015 
 

Thank you for your interest in the Middle Division program. Our courses have been designed to match the 
educational and developmental needs of students in each grade level as well as the skills essential to future courses 
in that area of study.  The Middle Division curriculum is dynamic; each summer most departments undertake a 
revision of some portion of the curriculum to improve the reading materials, activities, scope and sequence, or skill 
development of the students in the course.  Each course then becomes a blend of traditional elements essential to the 
scope of the program combined with activities or areas of interest specific to the teachers in the department.   
 
Below is a summary of the curriculum and grade level requirements.  For a complete course listing and course 
descriptions (including electives) please visit the Admissions section of our website at www.horacemann.org. 
 
Department Requirements 
 
English   Continuous enrollment in English is required in grades 6, 7, and 8. 

 
History   6th grade: The New York Experience: From Origins to City 
 7th grade: The New York Experience: From City to World Capital 
 8th grade: The Legacy of the Ancient World 
 
Foreign Language Enrollment in a foreign language in grades six, seven, and eight.   

Students choose either French or Spanish in the 6th grade and, in most cases, will continue the study of the 
language through the 8th grade.  Students wishing to change to another language may do so at the beginning of 
8th grade, when Upper Division courses are available to them: Spanish I, French I, Latin I, Chinese I and 
Japanese I. 

 
Science Science 6: The Student as Explorer 

Science 7: The Student as Naturalist 
Science 8: The Student as Investigator 
In 8th grade beginning after Spring Break and continuing until final exam review days, each student has a choice 
of a science elective.  Current electives include: Electricity and Magnetism, Meteorology, Extreme Biology, 
Crime Lab, Culinology, Energy, and Science of Music. 

 
Mathematics  6th grade: Math 6 or Math 6B 

7th grade: Math 7 or Math 7B 
 8th grade: Algebra 1 8 or Algebra 1 8B or Algebra 1 8 Honors 

All incoming students take a Math Assessment in order to determine readiness for the standard grade level math 
course (Math 6, Math 7, or Algebra1 8).  Those not yet demonstrating readiness will be placed in the B-level 
course for their respective grade.  The Math Assessment also serves as a qualifying test for those interested in 
bypassing the standard grade level course and taking the following one (Math 7 in the 6th grade, for example).  
Only those students with exceptional performance on the Math Assessment will qualify for the Bypass Test.  

 
Arts 6th : Arts Cycle (a trimester each of Dance/Theatre, Steel Drums 6, Visual Arts, and Life Skills, Chorus 6)    
  or Music Cycle (participation in a year-long performing ensemble plus Life Skills, Visual Arts,   

  Dance and Theatre) 

7th :  Arts Cycle (a trimester course in the following areas:  Theatre and Dance, Illustration, and Steel Drums 7)  
 or participation in a performance group  
8th : required participation in a full year course from the following list:  

Option 1:  Two semester courses chosen from Visual Arts 2D, Visual Arts 3D, Dance, Theatre 
Performance, Theatre Technology, Photography, Movie Making, Music Technology, American 
Popular Music and  Steel Drums 8. 
Option 2: Participate in Chamber Orchestra, Concert Band, Orchestra, HM Strings, Methods and 
Mastery, or Chorus for the whole year. 

 
 
 
 



  

Latin This is a three-year sequence that completes the equivalent of high school Latin I and 
includes grammar, vocabulary, stories and ancient Roman history. This course is an 
elective, replacing half of the arts courses each year. Three trimesters of the previous 
Classics 8A course will be offered for one final year.  

 
Physical Education Continuous enrollment in physical education is required in grades six, seven and eight. 
& Athletics Physical Education meets five times per week.  

In 7th and 8th grades, students are provided with an opportunity to participate in a program designed to offer 
interscholastic athletic and traditional physical education opportunities.  Students have the option to select and 
then tryout for the seasonal sport of their choice listed below.  Tryouts and ultimately cuts, are necessary to 
assure quality programming for those making teams as well as those either not making the squad or not 
interested in participating in interscholastic athletic competition. 
 

Fall Winter Spring 
Girls’ Field Hockey Boys’ Basketball Boys’ Baseball 
Boys’ Football Girls’ Basketball Girls’ Fitness 
Boys’ Soccer Boys’ Fitness Boys’ Lacrosse 
Girls’ Soccer Girls’ Games Girls’ Lacrosse 
Girls’ Tennis Girls’ Sports Medicine Girls’ Softball 
Boys’ Track & Field Boys’ Swimming Boys’ Sports Medicine 
Boys’ Volleyball Girls’ Track & Field Girls’ Swimming 
Girls’ Volleyball Boys’ Wrestling Boys’ Tennis 

 
Computing &  Robotics is required in Grades 6, 7, & 8 (one trimester). 
Communications   

 
Counseling & The Life Skills course is required in grades 6, 7, and 8 (one trimester). 
Guidance  
 
Dorr Students visit the Washington, CT, John Dorr Nature Laboratory program each year.   

6th Grade: August Orientation to Horace Mann Middle Division (two over nights).   
7th Grade: Fall science-based program (one overnight).  
8th Grade: This eight-day (seven overnights) program is designed to create a sense of 
community among the students through adventure-based activities that facilitate the 
growth and understanding in them as capable, self-determining individuals.  
Attendance is mandatory for all Dorr programs.   

 
Service Learning 
The philosophy of the Service Learning Program in the Middle Division is to provide students with the opportunity to perform 
service for people in need and to encourage students to reflect upon how they are affected by the act of performing service.  All 
6th and 7th graders participate in projects agreed upon in and executed through their homerooms.  The 8th graders must perform a 
set number of hours of service in projects sponsored by HM.  Some of the projects occur during the school day, both on and off 
campus and others occur on weekends off campus.  All students are notified of their options in late September/early October and 
students sign up by completing permission slips and submitting them to the Service Learning Coordinator.  The 6th and 7th 
graders discuss and plan the projects in homeroom. 
 
While we encourage all students to perform service regularly as part of their lives, we only "credit” service done in projects 
sponsored by the Service Learning Program because we view service as a way of building a sense of community here at HM. 
Students also complete Reflection Pieces after participating in Service Learning activities, compiling Service Learning 
Portfolios that are required for graduation from the 8th grade. In addition to the Service Learning requirement, the Service 
Learning Program also coordinates grade-wide and division-wide service projects.   
 
Library 
The Library Department believes that research skills must be learned within a meaningful context.  Consequently, this 
department does not offer an independent library skills course.  Instead, the research process is introduced through library 
instruction classes coordinated with departmental courses.  Because resources and strategies used vary by discipline and subject 
matter within disciplines, library classes are tailored to specific assignments.  Print, non print and electronic resources are 
presented, as well as techniques for gathering, evaluating, and crediting information sources. The Library Department also offers 
a reading group, the “Middle Division Readers’ Forum” for students interested in meeting and discussing good, fun literature for 
middle division students.  There is a separate Middle Division Reading Room.  


